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Sustainable Development Award

To achieve this Sustainable Development Award you would take three 20 credit SCQF modules, choosing:

Understanding Sustainable Development   

and two from 

Economics in a Changing World   
Climate, Land and People   

Globalisation & Sustainable Development   
Geo-Political Development Issues   

Climate Change  

These modules can be studied entirely online from anywhere in the world with a PC and Broadband connection and our team have many 
years of experience in online learning and teaching. 

The awards can be completed in 12-18 months, studying from home, and are made up entirely of continual assessment, with no exams.

More information on the module content is included on the following pages but if you would like any further information on the modules 
or the awards, please contact:

Dr Eilidh Macphail
Programme Leader, BA (Hons) Sustainable Development

Lews Castle College UHI
Email: eilidh.macphail@uhi.ac.uk

Tel: 01851 770 000



Sustainable Development Award

With a climate emergency and accelerating biodiversity loss, the need for an understanding of Sustainable Development has never been 
more important. To understand the concept and its current applications, the history of the sustainability concept is traced, and the key 
challenges and obstacles faced are explored with real-life examples. Students learn in a supportive and collaborative environment to share 
experience and understanding and envision our own idea of a sustainable future.    

Semester 1: September - December

Understanding Sustainable Development SCQF Level 7

www.lews.uhi.ac.uk 



Sustainable Development Award

Major changes in the way our society works have been driven by economic theory – for better or worse. This module introduces key ideas 
which have shaped our world and are essential for understanding how we have arrived here and how we can move forward. The module 
explores the main economic actors and institutions and embraces a pluralistic approach to learning about Economics – with a range of 
theories explored. The module integrates sustainability to provide the skills for students to become both active thinkers and informed 
citizens.  

Semester 2: Late January - Early May

Exploring Economics in a Changing World SCQF Level 7

www.lews.uhi.ac.uk 



Sustainable Development Award

An understanding of the links between the climate of the atmosphere, land (land-use, land-cover) and people (individual cultures, nation 
states) on both regional and global scales will be increasingly important during the 21st century due to increasing population pressure, the 
Climate Emergency and increased environmental awareness, especially in an international context.   

Semester 2: Late January - Early May

Climate, Land and People SCQF Level 8

www.lews.uhi.ac.uk 



Sustainable Development Award

The world is becoming more connected through advances in technology, sharing of knowledge and increases in world trade and travel. At 
the same time, we urgently need to address environmental issues, such as climate change and biodiversity, as well as social issues such as 
poverty and access to health care and education. This module looks at issues such as, who benefits from globalisation? Is it compatible with 
the UN Sustainable Development Goals, or do we need a new vision which will replace the economic growth model?

Semester 1: September - December

Globalisation & Sustainable Development SCQF Level 9

www.lews.uhi.ac.uk 



Sustainable Development Award

In a globalised world with an increasing requirement for international cooperation to tackle global development goals and climate change, 
understanding and critiquing the key issues which arise with development is essential for understanding the success or otherwise of 
the sustainable development goals. The political dimensions of access to resources (financial, ecosystem or knowledge) are explored 
through the discourses of critical development studies. The module aims to provide an understanding of the operation of international 
development and the landscape of cooperation and power dynamics prevailing on the global stage.   

Semester 1: September - December

Geo-Political Development Issues SCQF Level 10

www.lews.uhi.ac.uk 



Sustainable Development Award

You will develop and enhance your knowledge and understanding of how the Earth’s climate system works, numerous methods of 
detecting climate change, how the climate has changed in the past (on both geological and human timescales), and how it is being 
changed today by human activity due to anthropogenic global warming. You will also learn in detail about climate models, projections 
and scenarios of climate in the future, including ways (from the individual right up to global scales) of mitigating, geo-engineering and 
adapting to future climate change.

Semester 1: September - December

Climate Change SCQF Level 9

www.lews.uhi.ac.uk 


